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HOUSE RESOLUTION 17
(By Delegates Anders, Dillon, White, Mazzocchi, and Kimble)
[Introduced February 17, 2026; referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary then Rules]

Requesting and encouraging a full, complete, and transparent investigation into the Jeffrey Epstein files and any individuals with ties to the State of West Virginia who may be implicated therein.
Whereas, The preservation of liberty depends upon the equal application of the law and the principle that no individual is above justice, regardless of wealth, status, or political influence; and
Whereas, Credible evidence has emerged indicating that Jeffrey Epstein operated an extensive criminal enterprise involving sexual exploitation, human trafficking, and abuse of minors over a prolonged period of time; and
Whereas, Numerous court filings, sworn testimony, flight logs, financial records, and sealed documents—commonly referred to as the "Epstein files"—remain partially redacted or undisclosed to the public; and
Whereas, The concealment or delayed release of such information undermines public confidence in the justice system and fuels the perception that powerful individuals receive preferential treatment; and
Whereas, The people of West Virginia have a compelling interest in ensuring that no current or former public official, business leader, or private citizen connected to this state participated in, facilitated, funded, or benefited from criminal activity associated with Jeffrey Epstein; and
Whereas, West Virginia has a sovereign interest in protecting its citizens from exploitation, corruption, blackmail, and abuses of power that may arise from such criminal networks; and
Whereas, Full transparency and accountability are essential to restoring trust in public institutions and ensuring justice for victims of trafficking and abuse;
Therefore, be it
Resolved by the House of Delegates:
That the House of Delegates hereby strongly encourages the United States Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and any other appropriate federal authorities to conduct and complete a full, unredacted, and transparent investigation into all matters related to Jeffrey Epstein and his associates;
Further Resolved, Calls for the release, to the maximum extent permitted by law, of all non-classified records, filings, communications, and evidence related to the Epstein investigation, including the identities of individuals credibly implicated through sworn testimony or documented evidence;
Further Resolved, Requests special attention to any individuals with current or past ties to the State of West Virginia, including public officials, political appointees, donors, business entities, or institutions operating within the state;
Further Resolved, Encourages cooperation between federal authorities and appropriate state investigative bodies should evidence arise implicating violations of West Virginia law;
Further Resolved, Affirms the right of victims to justice, transparency, and accountability, and condemns any effort to suppress, delay, or obscure the truth for political or personal convenience; and
Further Resolved, Reaffirms that justice delayed is justice denied, and that the rule of law must be applied equally to all persons without exception.
Further Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates is hereby directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the United States Attorney General, the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, West Virginia’s Congressional Delegation, and the Governor of West Virginia.
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